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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, January 15, 2014 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, Wednesday, December 20, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Kenneth Brettschneider     

Andrea Eisenberg 
 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben 
     
Staff Present:  Joseph Paiva 
 
Staff Absent:  None 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
None 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. David Felder      Case #ARB14-02 
 94 Smith Avenue     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called David Felder, 94 Smith Avenue.  Mr. David Felder, business 
owner and Mr. Paul Paauwe, Designer appeared before the Board.  Mr. Paauwe explained 
that there is an existing sign pole, white – 7’ without a sign on it.  He designed a sign that 
would match the colors of the building.  He did not want a hanging sign.  He said the 
double-sided sign face is one (1) square foot on each side and is attached to the post by a T 
shaped piece of aluminum.  This sign is designed to be expandable if necessary.  The post is 
being shortened to 5 feet with a slanted edge on the top of the post. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked what the post is made out of.  Mr. Paauwe said it is a 4” x 4” 
pressure treated wood and the sign is printed on vinyl and applied to an exterior hardwood. 
Chairman MacDonald asked if there was any need for lighting.  Mr. Paauwe said there is no 
need for lighting.  The sign is for identification during the day when clients come to the 
building. 
 
MOTION:  
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to approve the signage as proposed.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
2. Stephen and Mizuho Farrell   Case #ARB14-01 
 140 Forest Drive     Addition/Alterations 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 140 Forest Drive.  Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Farrell, homeowners, 
appeared before the Board.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if there was an architect on the project.  Mr. Farrell said he had 
a friend helping them but they were doing most of the work themselves.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked them to take the Board through the application.  Mr. Farrell said they 
would like to raise the roof peak two feet and put shed dormers on the front and back of the 
house, new siding and raise the roof on the flat roof above the garage. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the chimneys go to the edge of the roof.  Mr. Farrell said 
there would be an over hang, bringing the roof around and they are extending the chimney 
approximately 3 feet.  Chairman MacDonald asked if they would be adding a cap to the 
chimney.  Mr. Farrell said they would. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked with regard to the front door vestibule would they be keeping 
the structure.  Mr. Farrell said they would be centering the front door.  He showed the Board 
a photo of the new front door they have chosen with a sidelight.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if 
the shutters were being removed.  Mr. Farrell said yes, he doesn’t like them.  Chairman 
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MacDonald said there is no portico or overhang for the front stoop. Mr. Farrell said the 
overhang would be the same as the roofline.  Chairman MacDonald said the distance 
between the top step and the ground would need a railing.  Mr. Farrell said there is an 
existing railing and stoop and he does not plan to change the stoop.  Chairman MacDonald 
said the stoop would have to be changed if they are going to center the door.  Mr. Farrell 
said they would be expanding the stoop and the railing.  Chairman MacDonald suggested 
that it would be easier to rip the stoop out and build a new one out of wood.   
 
Chairman MacDonald pointed out that the doorknob is typically next to the sidelight.  Mr. 
Farrell suggested that they flip the sidelight to the other side.  Chairman MacDonald said the 
door would swing in and there is a required distance from the door to the first step that 
needs to be shown.  He said the Board would need updated plans.  He added they should 
consider doing something like a light fixture above the door.  Joseph Paiva, Building 
Inspector, said there is a requirement to have a light above the door. Mr. Farrell said they 
would put one above the door. 
 
Building Inspector Paiva raised concern about the windows meeting egress.  He said there 
must be a minimum of 5.7 sf opening with a minimum dimension of 24” in each direction. 
Mr. Farrell said they are not finishing the second floor at this time.  Building Inspector Paiva 
said these are building code requirements.  He added the manufacture should have the 
egress information on the specifications.  He said the application has not been reviewed yet 
in the Building Department for code compliance.  Chairman MacDonald said that Jilco 
Windows in Granite Springs would have that information.  He should ask for a Dave 
McCarthy for help with the windows. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said it looks as if the fascia boards line up.  He asked if the material 
was cedar.  Mr. Farrell said it was vinyl. Andrea Eisenberg asked what color the houses on 
either side of the Farrell’s house.  Mr. Farrell said they were both tan.  Chairman MacDonald 
asked what the trim would be.  Mr. Farrell said 3-1/2” primed white pine.  Chairman 
MacDonald say they may want to consider vinyl since the pine rots pretty quickly.  Mr. 
Farrell said when there is rot behind the vinyl, you wouldn’t know it’s there.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if the fascia was the same pine.  Mr. Farrell said that was correct. 
Chairman MacDonald told Mr. Farrell to put notes on the plans.  He asked if the garage door 
was new.  Mr. Farrell said the door is existing.   
 
Ken Brettschneider asked if they are proposing lighting for the front of the house.  Mr. 
Farrell said they have existing floodlights. He pointed them out on the plan.  Chairman 
MacDonald told Mr. Farrell to show what he is going to do with the gutters and downspouts 
on the plan.  Mr. Farrell said the downspouts would be in the same location but the gutters 
would be new. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about the proposed bump out on the side of the house.  Mr. 
Farrell said they may cancel that feature out.  Chairman MacDonald suggested that they put 
a note on the drawing that the bump out may be optional.  Chairman MacDonald asked 
Building Inspector Paiva if a railing was required along the retaining wall next to the 
driveway because of the drop.  Building Inspector Paiva said it doesn’t need a railing 
because it is not a walkway or stairs – it doesn’t lead anywhere. 
 
Chairman MacDonald told the Farrells that they must tighten up their submission and follow 
through on the building code requirements and submit the new drawings for next month.  
Andrea Eisenberg summarized that 140 Forest Drive would come back next month with 
tighter drawings.  Some of the comments made tonight include that the stoop will be 
expanded the full width of the door, the door will be centered and the sidelight flipped to the 
other side with the door opening in.  The nook on the first level will be optional.  There are 
existing floodlights that will stay and they will add a light fixture over the front door.  The 
windows also should be checked for code compliance.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about the brackets for the bump out.  Mr. Farrell said they are 
wood painted white like the trim.  Chairman MacDonald suggested that the bump out could 
be cantilevered as well.  He noted the colors for the siding and roof are ok.  He said on 
Drawing A5 the right elevation should be shown.  The new roof in front is in line with the 
existing and gutters and downspouts are to be shown on the drawing.  Building Inspector 
Paiva asked for contact information for Mr. Farrell’s architect. 
 
This case will be returning next month. 
 
3. Fionan Shea      Case #ARB14-03 
 207 Spring Street     As-built alterations 
   Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 207 Spring Street.  Mr. Fionan Shea appeared before the board.   
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Mr. Shea explained that when they were constructing the addition on his house, they put in 
two dormers in lieu of the bridge that was on the original design.  He apologized, saying he 
was under the impression that the corrected drawings had been submitted.  He added the 
panels under the windows were replaced with siding and there was also a change to one of 
the doors.  He added that he is selling his house and needs re-approval to close out this 
project. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the changes are minor and a positive improvement to the original 
design.  He asked for a motion. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to approve the plan as built.  Andrea Eisenberg 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Minutes: 
 
November 20, 2013:   
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the minutes of November 20, 2013 as 
submitted.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
December 18, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the minutes of December 18, 2013 as 
submitted.  Ken Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
It was suggested that the meeting start time be moved back to 7:30 pm since Patty 
Kiernan, who requested the 8:00 pm start time, is no longer on the Board.  The board 
members agreed.  Patti Tipa will let the Village Manager know of the change. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


